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WORKING HOLIDAY MAKER PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.04 pm]: 
Today the federal Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on Migration has handed down the “Interim Report of the 
Inquiry into the Working Holiday Maker Program”, and it supports the action plan of the McGowan government 
to bring in this year’s harvest. The inquiry has examined the impacts of necessary COVID-19 international border 
restrictions on the working holiday maker program, with a focus on managing disruption to industries that traditionally 
rely on backpacker labour, including agriculture and tourism. 

The recommendations of the interim report align perfectly with the important steps the McGowan government has 
taken to deal with this issue in Western Australia. The committee’s first recommendation is for the federal government 
to implement a Have a Gap Year at Home campaign to attract school and university students to regional work, appealing 
to young Western Australians’ sense of adventure. Members will, of course, be aware of the McGowan government’s 
Work and Wander Out Yonder campaign, launched earlier this month, to attract Western Australians into regional 
agricultural and tourism work. The committee’s second recommendation that the federal government enables workers 
to stay on JobSeeker payments while undertaking agricultural work follows a proposal raised by me and the Premier 
to our federal counterparts earlier this month. The committee’s third recommendation is for the federal government 
to establish a one-off payment to help with travel and accommodation costs for jobseekers moving to the regions. 

In WA, we have already acted to provide financial incentives through the primary industries workers regional travel 
and accommodation support scheme, which provides up to $40 per night accommodation subsidy and up to $500 in 
travel support for agricultural workers moving to the regions. The committee has also made a series of recommendations 
to ensure that working holiday-makers currently in Australia can remain to continue to provide essential labour, 
which our government has supported since this issue first emerged in March. The release of this report today follows 
comments made by the federal agriculture minister last week welcoming the McGowan government’s incentives 
package for agricultural workers and urging other states to follow suit. We urge the federal government to adopt 
the recommendations from this report and to continue to work with us to support WA growers throughout this 
challenging period. 
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